Church Calendar
SUNDAY—DECEMBER 13
Singing Time 9:05 A.M.
Sunday School 9:20 A.M.
Fellowship in the Foyer 10:20 A M.
Worship Service 10:45 A.M.
Carols of the Christ Child Christmas Concert 5:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY—DECEMBER 16
Caroling 6:30 P.M.

FRIDAY—DECEMBER 18

Prayer Concerns

THE CHURCH AT LARGE

Bailey Manor—Rita Stanley
Presbytery—Mitchell Road, Greenville
Denomination—Covenant College
Missionaries—Keith and Ruth Powlison, Peru

CHURCH MEMBER REQUESTS

Gary Lewis—continued progress and recovery

Terry Baxley—Medical issues related to MS

Larry Smith, Eric’s father—aggressive bladder cancer
Phyllis Greer—comfort and peace

Robert Roper—prostate cancer

Iva Cadmus—heart issues

PRAISES
Special times with families
Faithful volunteers

THOSE EXPECTING
Tacy Fleury—due in March
Jen Partee—due in March

To put requests on the prayer chain, contact
Anne Edwards—683-5757, email
Marilyn Daniluk—833-4359, phone
or the church office during the day

Youth Christmas Party (Moore’s) 7:00 P.M.
SUNDAY—DECEMBER 20
Singing Time 9:05 A.M.
Sunday School 9:20 A.M.
Fellowship in the Foyer 10:20 AM.
Worship Service 10:45 A.M.
Missions Ministry Team Meeting 12:15P.M.
Laurens Small Group (Moore’s) 5:00 P.M.
Clinton Small Group (Fleury’s) 5:00 P.M.
Upcoming Events
Christmas Eve Service—Lessons and Carols December 24
Wednesday Evening Schedule Resumes January 06
Congregational Meeting January 10
Calvary Presbytery meets at WPC January 23
Sunday School
ADULT
PFOVEFDS. ..ot Dick Gillen
1, 2 TheSSAIONIANS ........oovveeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaee Wayne Smith
Satan’s Greatest Hits (College-Early Career).........cc.ceevveeevreeveeennnnnn Jim Roberts
YOUTH
Senior High.......cooooeiiiiiiiiee e Leigh and Tacy Fleury
Junior Highi....oooiiiiiie e Jay and Suzanne Ragin
CHILDREN
5th/6th grade. ......ccooveeerieiieeeeeeee s Tommy and Nancy Motes
3rd - 4th grade.....c.oooeeiieiieiieieeeee Paul and Sandy Moore
Ist-2nd grade ......cocveveveriienieieieece e Jody Lipford/Robin Roberts
4 -5 YL OlAS oot Pete and Jen Partee
2 -3 Y1 0ldS e Laura Lipford/Betsy McKinney
ToddIers ....oveveeeieiiiieieiee e Anne Edwards/Fran Arscott
Nursery

In the nursery this week In the nursery next week

Babies................. S. and A. Dowdle
Preschool ..... C. Davis/Samuel Moore

Babies.............. T.Gillen/S.Downie
Preschool .. E. MacCormack/R. Kelly

Our Staff November Financial Report
Week 1 $9,654.34
Pastor Week 2
Rev. Jim Roberts 833-4583 Week 3
Assistant Pastor Week 4
Rev. Dick Gillen 938-0334
Week 5
Director of Music and Youth Month Total $9,654.34
Dr. Leigh Fleury 833-6530
YTD Total $351,497.07
Director of Children’s Ministries YTD Budget $359,386.88
Penny Greer 833-2955 YTD Expenses $354,379.04
Serving You
Deacons for December ..........cccceeevvevennennn Jody Lipford, Robbie Strickland
Ushers for December............cccccoveeveereenneann. Jody Lipford, Robbie Strickland

Dave MacCormack

*

December 13, 2009

* Those who are able, please stand ® Ushers may seat at this time
Hearing devices and large-print bulletins are available from the ushers

Meditation Luke 11:11-13 ; Ephesians 4:7-8; Hebrews 13:8
“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake
instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then,
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him!”
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is
why it says: “When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and
gave gifts to men.”

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
Prelude Wachet Auf (Sleepers Awake!) ~ J. S. Bach

Lighting of the Advent Candle The Gillen Family
Based on Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:21; 18:12-14

Call to Worship From Psalm 145:8-21 Mr. Collie Lehn

Leader: The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger
and rich in love. The LORD is good to all; he has
compassion on all he has made.

Congregation: All you have made will praise you, O LORD; your saints
will extol you. They will tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your might, so that all men may know of your
mighty acts and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

Leader: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your
dominion endures through all generations. The LORD is
faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has
made. The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all
who are bowed down.

(continued on inside)



Congregation: The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at
the proper time. You open your hand and satisfy the desires
of every living thing.

Leader: The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward
all he has made. The LORD is near to all who call on him,
to all who call on him in truth.

Congregation: He fulfills the desires of those who fear him,; he hears their
cry and saves them. The LORD watches over all who love
him, but all the wicked he will destroy.

All: Our mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every
creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.

*®Hymn of Adoration O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #194

* Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

Confession of Sin

Call to Confession Matthew 1:20-21

Prayer of Confession
Lord Christ, we confess our willingness to be loved but also our
reluctance to love. We confess our readiness to accept your forgiving
love but also our refusal to forgive. We confess our eagerness to grasp
your offer of redeeming love but also our resistance to follow you without
question. In this Advent time, forgive us our failure to respond as we
should. Come to us anew, and by your grace, assist us to receive you with
joy, as the shepherds; with gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as
Mary,; with love, as you have loved us. Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon 2 Corinthians 5:21

Pastoral Prayer
® Welcome

(Please date, sign, and pass the friendship registers.)

Giving of Tithes and Offerings
1 Chronicles 29:11-14
People, Look East ~ C. Steel

Offertory Sentences
Offertory Music

People, look East. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth, and set the table.
People, look East and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way.

Sanctuary Choir

Furrows be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:
give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may
flourish. People, look East and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the
way.

Birds, though ye long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be
filled. Even the hour when wings are frozen He for fledging time has
chosen. People, look East, and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall
brim, shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon
together. People, look East, and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way.

Angels, announce to man and beast Him who cometh from the East. Set
every peak and valley humming with the news the Lord is coming.
People, look East, and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way.

* Response Doxology #733

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him, all creatures
here below: alleluia, alleluia! Praise him above ye heav’nly host,
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!

* Offertory Prayer

Song of Preparation What Child Is This #213
Children’s Sermon

Scripture Reading Isaiah 9:6-7

Prayer for Illumination

Sermon To Us A CHILD IS BORN Mr. Jim Roberts

- THE EVERLASTING FATHER-

* Hymn of Response God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen #211
*  Benediction
Postlude Noél No. 10 - Grand jeu et duo ~ L. C. D’Aquin

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Carols of the Christ Child, our Christmas concert, will be presented
tonight at 5:00 P.M. This is a great time to invite friends to
Westminster to hear the gospel presented in music and scripture.
Please bring a large platter of heavy hors d’oeuvres for reception after
the concert.

Cusco calendars—2010 calendars, featuring and benefiting the
children of the Josephine House in Cusco, Peru, are available for
purchase from the church office. 100% of the proceeds go to the
Josephine House. Sample calendars are in the narthex and fellowship
hall foyer.

From the treasurer —We experienced a significant increase in giving
in over the last 6 weeks and have reduced our yearly operating deficit
to just under $3,000, a remarkable achievement in a very difficult
economic environment. With a small increase in giving from each one
of us in December, a surplus for the year is within reach.

Join us for Caroling this Wednesday. Although there will be no
regular Wednesday programs this week you are invited to join us for
caroling in the community. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall foyer
at 6:30 p.m. if you are able to come. Watch the weather and dress
appropriately!

The 2010 Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, January 10 at
12:15 pm. At that time we will elect elders, hear a presentation of the
2010 budget as well as other matters deemed necessary by the
Session.

Youth Christmas Party

Friday, December 18 ©7:00—9:00 PM

All youth are invited to come to the
Moore’s home in Laurens for a %' -ﬁ :
great time of fun, food and & ‘”f
fellowship. b T

. Bring a dessert to share as well
o as a goofy gift for the gift
exchange.




